
Volunteer opportunities are available 
with Quesnel Live Arts! Contact us.

Quesnel Live Arts would not be able to bring 
in such high quality entertainment without the 
financial support of our generous sponsors!

A heart-felt THANK YOU to all of you who have 
supported us in past years!  We hope we can 
count on you with this season’s exciting line up! 

Of course, we always need new sponsors, so if 
you would like to pitch in, please contact 

Gay Cuglietta for details at 250-747-0558.

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES:

SPONSORSHIP About Quesnel Live Arts

THREE STAR PACKAGE   DONATION OF $600

• Name on program for each performance 
• Ad in all show programs 
• 2 season tickets ($300 Value) 
• QLA website ad

TWO STAR PACKAGE  DONATION OF $400

• Name on program for each performance 
• 2 season tickets ($300 Value) 
• QLA website ad

ONE STAR PACKAGE DONATION OF $150

• Name on program for each performance 
• QLA website ad.

FOR A DONATION WHICH COVERS ALL 
COSTS OF AN INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE. 
(Costs vary with each performance.  Please contact us 
for more information)

FIVE STAR INDIVIDUAL SHOW PACKAGE

• Name on program for each performance
• Ad in all show programs 
• 4 season tickets ($600 Value) 
• QLA website ad

FOUR STAR PACKAGE   DONATION OF $1200
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500 North Star Road, Quesnel, BC  V2J 5P6
E-mail: qlarts01@gmail.com

All shows start at 7:30 pm
Chuck Mobley Theatre 

(Correlieu School)
Info about upcoming shows can be found 
on our Facebook page,our Website, at the 
Farmers Market, posters around town, on 
local radio, ads and articles in the Quesnel 
Cariboo Observer and, of course, word of 
mouth. Please help spread the news!

SCAN ME 
FOR 

FACEBOOK

www.qla.ca • 250-747-2207

77436

• Large banner in stage area of performance 
• Name on program for each performance
• Ad in all show programs 
• 6 season tickets ($900 Value) • QLA website ad 

Residents of Quesnel and area have been afforded per-
forming arts presentations for close to 60 years!  Earliest 
records available to Quesnel Live Arts indicate presenta-
tion of concerts from 1960 to 1966.  There were three 
performances annually, including The Canadian Opera 
Company. 

In 1975 Quesnel Concert Association, affiliated with 
Overture Concerts, was formally established. Between 
1975 and 1981 this group presented three yearly concerts 
plus another with local performers. Victoria Symphony 
Orchestra in 1979 and The Vancouver Symphony Orches-
tra in 1981 were brought to Quesnel. 

Quesnel Live Arts (QLA) was formed in the fall of 1981 
as a committee of the Quesnel & District Community 
Arts Council. The season opening concert, Anna Wyman 
Dance Theatre, was presented in the new Correlieu The-
atre. The Grand Piano was first used in the 1983–1984 
season by Holly Arntzen. During the 1980s between 4 
and 6 concerts were provided and included such diverse 
groups as Purcell String Quartet, Vancouver Welshmen’s 
Choir, Ballet BC, Vancouver Opera Company, New Or-
leans Jazz and the Melloyds. 

Diversity of performance has been the goal aspired 
to over the last decade and more.  To this end perfor-
mances have included classical music, jazz, Celtic, folk, 
acapella, classical guitar, brass, comedy, theatre, step 
dancing, ballet and others! Whether working with the BC 
Touring Council, northern presenters from Prince Rupert 
to Prince George or on its own, QLA provides perfor-
mance opportunities for up and coming young artists 
and established performers from BC and throughout 
Canada.   

Quesnel Live Arts has always been comprised of a 
group of dedicated volunteers who value the arts and 
aspire to making them accessible in a small community. 
Presenting performances is a multi-faceted task from the 
selection of artists to arranging venues, meeting lighting 
and sound requirements, accommodation, advertising, 
programmes, front of house and hospitality. There is 
also the necessary fund raising through sponsorships 
and grant applications so it is all possible! Ticket sales, 
whether it be season ticket holders supporting a full 
season, or individual concert attendees, all contribute 
to the ongoing ability to provide a season of live arts 
presentations. 

Over the years QLA has contributed to the community by 
providing fund raising shows, performance opportuni-
ties, master classes and reduced ticket prices for local 
arts students. QLA has worked in partnership with local 
music businesses and musicians providing co-sponsor-
ship of performances and accessing skills, equipment 
and technical expertise. QLA is an active member of 
the Quesnel and District Community Arts Council which 
promotes the arts in Quesnel. 

TICKET PRICES:

Adults: 
$35 per show • $175 for all six shows

Seniors & Youths: 
$30 per show • $150 for all six shows

E-transfer to qlartsar@gmail.com

Watch for us at the Farmers Market 
this fall to get your tickets!

TICKETS PURCHASING OPTIONS:

 • Online: QLA.tickit.ca 
 • Save On Foods  
 • Homesteader Health
 • At The Door 
 • In Advance By Calling 
         250-747-2207

TICKETS

GET 
YOUR 

TICKETS 
HERE



Cheng² Duo Casey Thomas-Burns

Buzz Brass plays Gershwin CaneFire

Jim ByrnesBurnstick
Friday, October 16, 2026

Sunday, February 7, 2027

Friday, November 6, 2026 Saturday, November 28, 2026 Thursday, January 14, 2027
Casey Thomas-Burns is 
a trombonist, vocalist, 
bandleader, and arts 
coordinator based in 
Vancouver, Canada. 
​
As a performer, Casey is 
described as “swinging, 
singing, and sparkling,” 
and is known for 
lighting up the stage 
with joyful and charismatic energy. Drawing 
inspiration from artists such Urbie Green, Peggy 
Lee, and Bria Skonberg, Casey leads her bands in 
performances that blend the timeless elegance of 
the jazz Golden Age with the joyful spirit of New 
Orleans hot jazz.

As a music director, Casey is the founder and 
leader of all-female big band The Leading Ladies, 
along with their community and educational 
programs ‘Ladies Night’ and ‘Big Bandology’. 
In addition to her own groups, Casey directs a 
number of ensembles in the Lower Mainland 
including the Deep Cove Big Band and Vancouver 
Fire Rescue Services Band. 

Jim Byrnes was born in St. Louis, Missouri – that’s 
blues country. He 
grew up on the city’s 
north side. One of 
the neighbourhood 
bars had Ike and Tina 
Turner as the house 
band. As a teenager 
going to music clubs, 
he and his buddy 
were often the only 
white people in the place. “We never had any 
problems. We were too naïve and had too much 
respect for the music and culture – they knew it, 
they could tell.”

By age thirteen, Jim was singing and playing 
blues guitar. His first professional gig was in 1964. 
Over the years, he has had the great good fortune 
to appear with a virtual who’s who of the blues. 
From Muddy Waters and John Lee Hooker to Taj 
Mahal and Robert Cray, Jim has been on the blues 
highway for 45 years.

Byrnes moved to Vancouver, BC in the mid-70s 
after years of drifting, working odd jobs and 
playing music. In 1981 he put together a band that 
became a staple of the local music scene. In 1986 
the Jim Byrnes Band played 300 nights.

The ensemble invites you to rediscover the 
timeless works of George Gershwin, blending the 
rich tones of brass with the elegance of the piano 
to perform Rhapsody in Blue, Summertime, Cuban 
Overture and other great classics. 

With splendid and exclusive arrangements, six 
musicians pay tribute to one of America’s most 
celebrated composers, capturing the brilliance and 
intensity of a full orchestra for an unforgettable 
experience!

Toronto-based Caribbean jazz 
powerhouse CaneFire is one of the 
most explosive and energetic jazz 
ensembles on the planet! CaneFire 
delivers a rollicking, high-octane 
show combining the white-hot 
energy of Cuban rhythm, the 
blinding musicianship of modern 
jazz, and the unbridled joy of the 
music of the Caribbean.

CaneFire’s signature sound revolves around its 
unconventional use of the steelpan – the only 
petroleum byproduct in the world that is actually 
good for you. 

Burnstick is a Canadian 
folk music duo forged 
from passion and 
unfiltered emotion — 
where two voices become 
one powerful musical 
force.  Anchored by the 
resonant Weissenborn 
lap slide guitars of 
Plains-Cree guitarist 
Jason Burnstick and the 
rich, poetic songwriting 
and harmonies of 
francophone-Métis 
vocalist Nadia Burnstick, their sound is at once 
cinematic and intimate.  Drawing from a decade of 
life lived fully — as partners in both art and life — 
their music carries stories of love, loss, belonging, 
and the sacred ties that shape who we are.  
Guided by a fearless creative spirit and unafraid 
to push boundaries, Burnstick creates soul-stirring 
landscapes that challenge listeners to feel deeply 
and reflect inward.  

Backed by their drummer, Nadia and Jason 
perform deeply resonant music that always 
strikes a chord with audiences.  JUNO-nominated 
and critically acclaimed, they stand not only as 
musicians but as storytellers of heart and human 
connection.

Rooted in a 
sibling bond that 
transcends the 
familial, the JUNO- 
nominated Cheng² 
Duo (pronounced 
Cheng Squared 
Duo) enchants 
music lovers 
worldwide with 
its impassioned 

expressivity, contagious joy, and instant rapport 
with listeners. Their performances have been 
described as “brilliant” (The Sunday Times, UK), 
“truly exhilarating” (The WholeNote, Canada), and 
“absolutely captivating…through a tremendous 
mastery of their instruments” (Pizzicato Magazine, 
Luxembourg). 

          Cellist Bryan Cheng, the only prizewinner of 
both the Queen Elizabeth and Geneva International 
Music Competitions in 40 years, and pianist Silvie 
Cheng, former Cecilia Concerts Musician-in-
Residence and National Arts Club Artist Fellow, 
have cultivated a lifelong musical dialogue, forged 
in childhood and refined through years of shared 
artistry. Since officially founding the Cheng² Duo 
with their 2011 Carnegie Weill Recital Hall debut, 
they have toured extensively across the Americas, 
Europe, Asia and South Africa.
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Musicians: Sylvain Lapointe (founder|trumpet), 
Frédéric Gagnon (solo trumpet), 

Angelica Tombs (horn), 
Blaise Margail (trombone), 

Sylvain Arseneau (bass trombone) 
and John Roney (guest pianist).

CaneFire has released two albums and taken their 
unique brand of Caribbean Latin Jazz from BC 
to Newfoundland, to South America, and to the 
Caribbean, including three years in a row at the 
Trinidad and Tobago Jazz Festival. 

All shows start at 7:30 pm at the Chuck Mobley Theatre (Correlieu School)


